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March 6, 1967 2:30 pm 


TELCON GOV. HARRIMAN/BILL BAGGS 

H: I called you because we have a strange telegram about our friend 

Q. He went in to see our man down there where he lives saying you and 
Harry would be ready to arrive in that other place on the lQh of March. 

A message came back that it inopportune moment. Now he comes along 
with two alternative drafts: 1) re- opening subject again; 2) Suggesting 
Q go in your place. We think both of them are terrible. The message 
suggesting you arrive on the 10th was unfortunate. We knew certain 
things have happened that would make it a turndown and we wanted to keep 
you on the back burner for the right time. The general impression from 
down there is that Harry aided and abetted Mr. Q in sending that first 
telegram. 

B: Harry didn't tell me that. 

H: I don't believe it. That fellow sees things as he wants to see them. 

B: I didn't know about existence of this until Ashmore called me and 
said Q had called him and Q had sent this cable or was going to send it. 

I said if my name is in it I would like to know what is in it. This 
was the most dreadful telegram. Said imperative Ashmore and Baggs 
return. They have very Important information and all this other stuff, 
implying we had something. I said I will disassociate, myself from 
that. What happened was they toned it down until it said nothing. I 
caught the telegram before it went to Mexico City. 

H: What did it say eventually? 

B: Just vague that response to Harry's letter was so important that 

Harry and I could arrive there March 10 and that is all. So he cut out 
all this language which implied we had proposal and ready to deal \ULch 
would have been disastrous. He finally agreed to moderate the first 
draft. I knew when they sent the cable that we were going to get back 
what we did. 

H: I could have guaranteed you at this moment you would have a turndown. 
I thought around the middle of the month would have been a good time to 
draw a fresh bath. You got answer saying inopportune. 

B:~ Cordial message. 

H: Not uneordlal 

B: That is more accurate. 
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H: He had two alternative drafts. Has he called 50 u about these 

alternative drafts. This is March 5. We got it yesterday. In both 
the drafts he says they could assure your friend that specific 
proposals would be brought to Hanoi. In draft 1) he suggests 
reconsideration of the refusal to your visit on the 10th of March and 
in 2) proposes that Mr. Q go himself. In both drafts he said he would 
give assurances that there would be new specific proposals. Of course 
we don't want to have Mr. Q go there under any circumstances and I 
certainly agreed with you that the next time you go theae go without 
horn. I think we should get hold of our Ambassador and tell him we 
don't approve either. 

B: Q will listen to Bob Hutchins and I can get Bob to call him and tell 

him for goodness sake to do nothing because he might disturb something 
that might be going on. 

H: Wouldn't be doing that but they say inopportune and I agree. 

B: I don't know what to do about Q. Ashmore called me Saturday from 

Geneva and he wanted to know what we should do now. I said nothing; we 
have not checked this with Governor Harriman. We had to argue with Q j 

to tone this thing down. 

H: You knew he had sent this other telegram. 

B: I knew he had drafted it and was sending it from Mexico City when 

it was read to me. So I prevailed upon Harry to call $h±x£ Q to stop 
it. We had argument and he said he was sending it in his name. 

H: The first telegram? 

B: The first message which said we have specific proposals. That was just 

disastrous. I figured the best way to get out of it was to water it down 
until it said nothing. 

H: Trouble is word gets back to people in Washington that this mok was 

worked out by talk between Harry and Q and it tends to get people 
suspicious of what Harry is doing because to have had this telegram go 
out without our knowing about it after discussions we had isn't cricket. 

B: I told Q that through Harry. Harry didn't write it. Q wrote it. I 

didn't know about it until they were ready to float it. 

H: Will Bob Hutchins sit on his head? It's public knowledge that U Thant 

has been talking to northerners. He said under no circumstances were 
they ready to do anything. If we stopped bombing for several weeks they 
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might be ready to come to conference table. He switched. In Burma 
said no hope. Gets here and puts the heat on US to stop bombing. 
Impossible to do that. If you had seen what happened during the Tet 
period. The amount of traffic going down the road. They must have 
planned it for weeks. You have seen all that in the press. All t%xte. 
Would be utterly impossible for any President to stop bombing. This is 

the wrong moment for you go.tol think you should keep yourselves on ice. 

You are an asset. Q can destroy any possible usefulness. 

B: I agree. My agreement was not to do a thing until we talked in 

mid-March. I didn’t write the letter and didn’t have control of it. 

H: I have complete confidence in you. I was just a little bit afraid 
that out in Santa Barbfera Mr. Q is playing Harrjj without Harry meaning 
to, in such a way as to put you both in difficult position. 

B: I don't know what to do about Q. 

H: I thought I would tell you about this thing. Didn't want to ask 
you to do anything. We are going to tell our man to get hold of Mr. Q 
and to do nothing. 

B: I will have Bob Hutchins get hold of Q and tell him not opportune to 

do anything. 

H: Hanoi says not opportune. We have to believe it. We are sorry tele- 

gram went. When one gets turndown easy to get turned down again. We 
still compare notes with you middle of month but as result of 
turndown I think we may have to wait little longer than that. 

B: Ashmore and I will do nothing until we talk with you middle of March. 

H: When is Harry coming back? 

B: Thursday. I am of the opinion that all of this Q's work. 

H: In both of these alternative messages he says assure your friend there 

would be specific proposals from the US. That is 1SB too bad. This is 
the sort of fellow he is. Having dealt with him so long, I make rather 
more exctcs for him that) one would when he first knew him but nat ur ally 
he doesn’t stand very high in the neck of the woods where I work. 

B: We have to find some way to keep him quiet and I think between 

Freeman and Hutchins we can. 
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March 6, 1967 
3:10 

TELCON GOV. HARRIMAN/ Wm BAGGS 


! B: I just talked to our friend in Santa Barbara. He said he will 

! Q 12:30 Santa Barbara time which is in just a few minutes now. He 

j asked if he could tell him who called. I said No. Just say person. 

j H: I think better to keep between yourselves. 

i 

! B: Yes. 

! ' ....... 

H: I don't want to get involved with Q. 

B: He doesn't think Q will be susceptible to anything except that for 

reasons of state it would be inopportune for him to send a message at 
this time. Not tell him might disturb something going on or anything. 

H: No. Just inopportune time. Thanks for calling me back. I think 

you are quite right to keep me out of it. I don't think it would 
be right to include Q in our intimate chats. 

B: Bob said he would call me back if he had any trouble. 

H: OK. Thanks a lot. 
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